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Hall. But will Mr. John Brown, of Lower Islington, be kind
enough to enlighten us how the use of those words can make
professional skill-or, I beg pardon, pretension to professional
skill-spurious, or how the praetice of his profession by a
man as old a licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries as Mr.
John Brown, of Lower Islington, and of -a much older date,
can be made illegal practice, merely because of official con-nexion with the Hall of the Society of Apothecaries. And in
respect to the assumption, permit me, Sir, through you, to re-
commend to Mr. John Brown, the next time he may have
occasion to address the Society, to confine himself to legiti-
mate inquiry, and not, as in my case, to assume his own
opinions to be truth, and publish them as such. I will also
beg to observe, that in what manner I shall conduct my busi-
ness, or what I shall have written over my door, or any other

part of my premises, is a matter with which Mr. John Brownhas no business to interfere.
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

Islington, 1849. ROBERT SUTTON.

THE CONTAGION OF YELLOW FEVER.&mdash;OPINION
OF SIR WILLIAM BURNETT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
- SIR,&mdash;I have noticed, in the review of Dr. Bryson’s work on
The Epidemic Fevers of Sierra Leone," &c., that you state
the opinion of Sir William Burnett to be that of non-contagion
in yellow fever. I must assure you that this is quite an erro
neous conclusion, and I have no doubt an inadvertent one
though I know that such a report has been industriously
circulated, even by some, I am sorry to say, who could not be
unacquainted with its fallacy. To remove all doubt of the
matter, I send you an extract from a report from Sir William
Burnett, relative to a fever in the "Bann" ship-of-war, and at
the Island of Ascension, published in the year 1824, regretting;
from the report being out of print, that it is not in my power
to send you a copy. MEDICUS.

Extract from page 18 ofsir William Burnett’s Official Report on
the Fever in the " Bann," and at the Island of Ascension, pub-
lished 1824.

" Whoever reads the preceding history of the progress of this
disease in the ‘ Bann,’- and her tender, the San Raphael,’ ’’
and also in the Island of Ascension, will have no difficulty in
coming to the conclusion that it was, without doubt, a con-
tagious fever; but with respect to its having originated from
the alleged communication with the Caroline,’ I am decidedly
of opinion that it did not, for reasons which will be hereafter
adduced.

"Before, however, proceeding farther, I wish to be dis-
tinctly understood, that I have always considered that the
yellow fever, in common with fevers of other countries, may
and does, under particular circumstances, such as a great many
sick being confined in a small, ill-ventilated place, where due
attention cannot be paid to cleanliness &c., acquire the pro-
perty of communicating itself to others; but my firm belief is,
that the yellow fever is seldom or never, ab orzgine, a con-
tagious disease; and this opinion, I am convinced, is conform-
able to reason and truth, as I think it will be in my power dis-
tinctly to show in this report." "

CONVENTION OF POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS.
HO vi ilktu LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The Committee of Poor-law Medical Officers, relying
upon the obliging assistance given to their cause by all the
medical journals, beg the favour of your inserting in your next
number the following notice, addressed more especially to the
poor-law medical staff:-

Shortly after their meeting in Febrnary last, presided over
by Lord Ashley, and the presentation to Parliament of the
petition then extensively signed, it was deemed expedient by
the Committee to invite or excite the Union surgeons over
the kingdom to petition the Commons House relative to their
grievances and false position.
A circular note, with an outline, or form of petition, was

sent to one of the surgeons in each Union, with the hope that
he might induce his colleagues to sign a petition in aid of the
general movement. Since then, numerous well-signed peti-
tions have been received by the Committee for presentation,
while others have been introduced to Parliament by members
of the legislature from the more immediate districts of the

- petitioners.
There are, notwithstanding, many Unions which have not

accomplished anything in this measure. It can rarely be the

case that such are satisfied with their remuneration from the
guardians, or the countenance given to their professional con-
sequence. The few, however, thus more happily placed, may,
perhaps, find a generous motive for acting, furnished by the
defects of the present system, and the consequent heavy pres.
sure on the bulk of their less fortunate brethren. The Com-
mittee, therefore, earnestly urge all to forward petitions with.
out delay, that the movement now becoming so general, may
lose nothing through want of a simultaneous and harmonious
action, if not of the profession at large, at least of the poor-law
medical staff.
In conclusion, I beg to remark, as very apropos to the sub-

ject, that when the parliamentary inquiry, in 1844, was going
on, a member of the special committee, not friendly to the
surgeons, remarked, that the hardships alleged to exist for the
poor-law doctors could not be "so great," since "only one
petition had been presented to the legislature seeking redress."

I have the honour to be, Sir, your very obedient servant,
4, Hanover-square, May 15, 1849. CHAS. F. J. LORD, Hon. Sec.

TREATMENT OF NAVAL SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;It may perhaps be interesting to know, that Dr. F.
J. Brown, an M.D. of London and Edinburgh, and a scholar of
the University of London, who has made himself so con-
spicuous in urging the claims of naval medical men, has left
the service, and is now on his passage to England. It is to be
hoped that Dr. Brown will favour the profession, and especially
students, with an idea of the cause of his leaving, should it be,
as many of us have cause to fear, the result of persecution.
Is it not, Sir, to be regretted, that a man so well known to us
from his distinguished success should be driven from the
service, to which he must have been an ornament ? When
will this wanton ignominy cease, which it appears the part of
some of the "great ones of the earth" to take pleasure in
visiting on medical men ?
Will these men (whose chief claim to distinction rests, not

on themselves, but, like the potato plant, on what is under
ground") not take warning by what has plunged one of the
most noble people in the world into civil war; and may not
the entente cordiale existing between England and France tend
somewhat to assimilate the ideas of the two people. Oh!
that a happy medium could be found which might serve as a
rock upon which our disunited profession, united, might defend
itself against its hydra-like antagonists.

I am, Sir, your obedient’servant,
ONE WHO IS DEVOTED TO THE PROFESSION

AND ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE.

A NEW ANEURISM-NEEDLE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;If you consider the accompanying engraving and
description of a new Aneurism-Needle invented by me,
worthy of the notice of the profession, you will oblige by
giving it a place in vour valuable iournal.

HENRY BIGG.

This Aneurism-Needle, when armed, presents a uniform
appearance, the ligature being concealed in the hollow shaft
of the instrument. When passed under the artery, the point
is removed, the ligature (being attached to it by means of the
concealed eye) withdrawn, and the operation completed.

Its advantages over the old needle are, that the ligature
presents no resistance in passing under the vessel ; in the
event of the point becoming entangled or covered by dense
fascia, it can be cut upon without fear of injuring the ligature;
and it is no larger than the old needle, armed.

MEDICAL FEES AT ASSURANCE OFFICES.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

North of England Insurance Office,
Sheffield, April, 1849.

SIR,&mdash;I beg respectfully to acquaint you, that the directors
of this Office have resolved to allow a fee to the medical pro-
fession for their opinion, when referred to in any manner in
connexion with proposals for life assurance made to the Com-
pany, after the rate of one guinea where the sum to be assured
amounts to .E500, and half-a-guinea when under that amount-


